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25X1A ETE
Copy *17" of 5,
13 July 1953
MEM(RANDUM FOR 3 Special Assistant to the Diregtor

for #lanning and Development

' 25X1A SUBJECT t Discuselon with Cen. - re

i CHALICE Operatiens

25X1A 1. on i v & mepsage oane in| | recou

25X1A mending that be postponed in view of the ¥Middle Zpst

| situstion, After staff discussion, I took this message to {en., Cabell
anxt he concurred in the posiponerent and advised thet the tdming for
25X1A future activation af [ | would be at your diseretion.

2, Plans heve been completed o furnish|

additionnl airerafd with departure from the ZI on 23 July, staging

; unless he had soms obfection we would ferry this alvuraft to Adana
as scheduled, He concurred.

25X1A

3. With regard to Hiddle Fast coversgze, Admiral Trost had
previgusly been advised by Gen, Cabell that we would provide dadly
surveillance of Alexandria harbor, Gen. Cabeldl asked how this was
going and stated the dally coverage should contimie wntll sdmiral
Frost indicated no further reguirement, I advissd thai barring
woather difficulties the coverage would continue and that unless
he, Oen. Cabsll, were advised differently, he could assume thim
requirement was belng fulfilled, I mentioned two circumstarces in
wiich we would propose to cancel the daily sorties (1) Contralis
seametd to be getting higher and higher, for exarple 67,000 from
fdana to Aezandvria as of 17 July. In the event contralls wers foree
oast wiieh would give sway the mission, we would cancel, (2) of
course if weather at Adana wes forecast to be poor, the unit commandsy
would cancel, In sach case Jen. Cabell would be informed thed we
had cancelled, Oon. Cabell has had two discussions with Adm, Frost
during this week and I felt it would be well to resd Gen. Cebell in
gince he personally aade this specific comdtment,

Le Den, Cabell saked congerning the iwo accidenis et Del “lo,
i advised him we had an informal epindon from 5AC to the effect that
oxygen or oxygen system contaminaticn by nmolsture was a lMkmly sus-
pect, and PE, elther aircraflt or personal, was & second Mkely cause,
The Board has not completed its investipation and as of 18 July is
uwaiting for delivery of alreraft systens fron the J=2%s involved.
I gave to Gen, Caboll a8 ry opinion that lack of quality maintenance
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was certainly a factor, ‘his opinion 1s based on verbal reporis

such ez uirked hoses on sjotion seais, oxcessive pressures requlred
0 trigger seat, and cxXygen contamination found in other airoralt
parked on the ramp at Del Rio. e heve kept tha detachments informed
with regard to precautions and suspeoted daifficulties as the $nvesti~-

gation has procecdeds

5, Gen. Cabsll was most concerncd about the erroueous articles
whieh have appeared concernlng the grounding of SAC U-2'8. Ho felt
that even if true, some sort of retraction should be publicly msde
indicatins that they were not grounded. Through Maj. Jlark Sykes
SAC (Cols Deve ¥Williams) waes requested to take agtion in this regard,
1a of this date this action is incomplete. OUn 13 July we wera
informed that in all likelfhood the Del o Tw2ts would be flying

bepirming Yednesday, 23 July.
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